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FAMILY TREE of hominoids encompasses the lesser apes (siamangs
and gibbons), great apes (orangutans, gorillas and chimpanzees), and humans.
Most Miocene apes were evolutionary dead ends. But researchers have identified a handful of
them as candidate ancestors of living apes and humans. Proconsul, a primitive Miocene ape, is
thought to have been the last common ancestor of the living hominoids; Sivapithecus, an early
40 MILLION YEARS AGO great ape, is widely regarded as an orangutan forebear; and either Dryopithecus or

25 MYA




Rollover a species image or group name to learn more.
Click a species image to go to its summary page.

Homo group




H. floresiensis
BB sapiens
W /. neanderthalensis
HmH erectus
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The human migration out of Africa left its mark in
mutations

30 DY

B oo sapiens 1500
Homo neanderthalensis
Homa erectus

(credit: Wikimedia Commons)




Questions to po

1. What are the disadvantages and
advantages of walking upright (bipec

2. Why the loss of hair? Why are
“naked” ape? What of head & pubic

3. What is the advantage of an oppc
thumb? Binocular vision”? Foot arch

4. What is the advantage of fire?




« Upper Paleolithic -c. 50,000

Three important discoveries/in

fire making, tools, dog dome
= beginning of altering/controll

Plus symbolic cognitive reas



Upper Paleolithic, ¢ 50,000 tc

Huge advance in symbolic cognitive pr
*ART=sculpture and painting

* musical instruments
*purials=understanding that we



Burial, c. 28,000 BC, 2 children and 1000es of beads
SungiiRtEaE

Most burials on side,
In fetal position
Facing east or west



First sculpture, ivory horse, c. 32, 000 BC, from Germany

Bone flute, ¢ 32,000 BC, from France
Note notations
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Plan of the Lascaux cave

Dead Bird Head Man

The Well Gallery

Lascaux



Photograph by Sisse Brimberg

Lascaux, Hall of Bulls




Lascaux Hall of Bulls




HALL of BULLS
No narrative




Animals

Note symbols
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Women

There are 100es

Venus



Recent find in Germ:z
Maybe oldest art-c.
Note hole to wear o
=amulet?




Are the female nude statues Mother goddesses, fertili

The usual interpretation is that these female figurines
to ensure the fertility. This makes sense as there wer

And with a subsistence diet, fertility declines.

However, this is not the only interpretation. A recent
Art by R. Dale Guthrie, sees these figurines simply a

And feminists see these figurines as made by female
View of the female body.
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