
New States after 1200

• New Age = Iron Age

• New States created by political vacuum

left by the Sea Peoples 

New this period

Permanent empires 

Horse/chariot and iron weapons

monetary economies after 600 BCE

Global economy intensifies 



‘Iron Age’

• Classical Civilizations

• Greece

• Alexander the Great/Hellenistic Civs

• Rome



‘Sea Peoples’

I put this in parenthesis because most 

arrived by land

1177 BC: The Year Civilization Collapsed 

(Eric Cline, PhD)

youtube





Battle of the Delta
Ramesses III

1177





Why/What?

• Megadraughts-300 yrs

• Famine 

• So trade systems collapse

• So piracy

• Plus as Hittite empire and Ugarit collapse 

more people are displaced 

• So snowball effect



Origin? 
Read quote 1 



Consequences 

• Kingdoms destroyed:

•  Minoan/Mycenean

Hittite

Ugarit and several Levant city-states

Cyprus

• Empires destroyed:

 Egyptian

 Hittite





New States1200 BCE



Phoenicians



Baal



Phoenician Alphabet



Arameans







Philistines



Philistines







History of the Jews

Age of the Patriarchs, Abraham, etc  ?

United Monarchy    1000-930 BCE

David  & Solomon

Kingdom splits into Israel & Judah   930

Assyrians (Sargon II) conquer Israel  722

Babylonians conquer Judah   586

 First temple destroyed

 Babylonian Captivity/Age of the Prophets

 God?

Persians allow Jews to return  538

Rome     63 BCE

Romans destroy 2nd Temple/diaspora 70 CE



Heritage: Civilization and 

the Jews 1984 — 1 

A People is Born

31:00

37:00= sea peoples

 



An Early Jewish 

Community

In elephantine

100es of papyri from 

Jewish colony 6th & 5th 

cent. BCE  In Aramaic

Import export business

And mercenaries



Reconstruction of Jewish Temple to Yahu (Yahweh), 

Elephantine
Papyri include letters to priestly authorities 

In Jerusalem and officials of the Persian Empire

Papyri date 500 years before Dead Sea Scrolls

Papyri describes early form of Judaism

Judaism was not yet

Monotheistic. Yahu was

Most important but there

Were a few other, like

Asherah Yahweh’s wife

But they already observed

The sabbath and Passover

Women had more rights

Legal and priestly

2nd cent BCE the 

Septuagint



Queen of Sheba



Saba (Sheba)



Assyria



Sargon II r. 722-705

  modeled after Sargon of Akkad & Gilgamesh

  led troops in battle, died in battle, founds empire

Assurbanipal r. 669-627 

  ruthless but loved ‘books,’ c. 100,000 tablets at Nineveh, 

  30,000 survive



Assyrians develop new forms of warfare

Propaganda, beheadings,  catapults, heavy chariots, 

scaling ladders, mass executions, mass deportations 





Assyria falls 612 BCE

• Nehemiah:

 “who will weep for 

Nineveh?”

• Nahun

    “All who hear the 

news of you,

   clap their hands at 

your downfall.”



Neo-Babylonians, or Chaldeans
626-605 BCE



“Hanging Gardens” of Babylon

Nebuchadnezzar



Nebuchadnezzar, 626-561

Destroys Jerusalem, 586









Pythagoras visits Babylon



Alexander Enters Babylon Part I - Alexander 2004 - Full HD 



Medes and Persians



CYRUS,  559-520

 creates empire, tolerant

 Croesus

 religion

CAMBYSES, 530-522

 conquers Egypt 

DARIUS,  522-486

 To Indus river

 administration

Zoroastrianism

 Ahura Mazda vs. Ahriman 



Persepolis

Cyrus the Great establishes 

the Achaemenid Empire | 

World History | Khan 

Academy





Ahura-mazda

Vs

Ahriman

Zoastrianism

Zarathustra c. 5th cent. BCE

Where does evil come from?

Dualistic/monotheistic 

Universal 

Moral/ethical

Revealed-Avesta, divine words 

Eschatological- messiah, resurrection, judgment, paradise



Zoastrianism

Dualistic/Monotheistic            other 

Moral

Revealed 

Eschatological



Religions

Dualistic/Monotheistic  Polytheistic 

     Egyptian , Sumerian, Shinto

Universal/transcendent  local 

Moral

Exclusive    not

Revealed    non-revealed

Eschatological   ?


	Slide 1: New States after 1200
	Slide 2: ‘Iron Age’
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: Why/What?
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Consequences 
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: Phoenicians
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Phoenician Alphabet
	Slide 15: Arameans
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18: Philistines
	Slide 19: Philistines
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22: History of the Jews
	Slide 23
	Slide 24: An Early Jewish Community
	Slide 25
	Slide 26: Queen of Sheba
	Slide 27: Saba (Sheba)
	Slide 28: Assyria
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32: Assyria falls 612 BCE
	Slide 33: Neo-Babylonians, or Chaldeans 626-605 BCE
	Slide 34: “Hanging Gardens” of Babylon Nebuchadnezzar
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39: Pythagoras visits Babylon
	Slide 40
	Slide 41: Medes and Persians
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47

