
 MESOLITHIC: c. 12,500-7,000 BC
 A transitional phase= pre-agricultural settlements

 With food-gathering, hunting,  and trade

 By 13,000 BC the ICE AGE was ending, we had to 
make a BIG choice: stay nomadic or exploit the wild 
cereals by settling down
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Colossal statues of MIN

First large scale sculpture in Egypt

c. 3,600 BC





As the ice sheets retreated, it was followed by a pluvial period.



 C. 7,000 – 3,500 BC
 A.  Pre-pottery Neolithic begins c. 7, 000

 In the Near East, now Syria

B. Neolithic Proper (pottery) begins c. 6,500















Chatal Huyuk shrines with
Bovine motifs







'Ain Ghazal people cultivated cereals (barley and ancient species of wheat), legumens 
(peas, beans and lentils) and chickpeas, and herded domesticated goats. 
However, they also still hunted wild animals - deer, gazelle, horses, pigs and smaller mammals 
such as fox or rabbit.



In its prime, 
c. 7000 BCE, 
it extended over 
25–37 acres and 
was inhabited by 
ca. 3000 people 



Conclusions





 1. Bronze Age

 Sumer, Akkadians, Babylon, Egypt

 Small and temporary empires; barter economy

  

2. Classical Civilizations

 Greece, Alexander the Great, Rome

 Large and permanent empires, monetary economy,        
global economy (Silk Road, etc.)
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