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Herbert Spencer
“Consumptive patients, with lungs incompetent to perform the duties 
of lungs, people with defective hearts that break down under 
excitement of the circulation, people with any constitutional flaw 
preventing the due fulfillment of the conditions of life are continually 
dying out and leaving behind those fit for the climate, food, and habits 
to which they are born....And thus is the race kept free from vitiation.” 
(Herbert Spencer, Social Statics: or, the Conditions Essential to Human Happiness. London: John Chapman, 1851, p. 379).

Vitation, definition: “A change in a process that impairs utility or 
reduces efficiency.”
According to this, what are the values or ethical drives of 
Darwinism? How does this translate to Social Darwinism?



Scientific racism  trying to demonstrate that “Irish Iberian” are similar 
in evolution to the “Negro” in order to demonstrate each of their 
inferiority



“The Iberians are believed to have been originally an African race, who 
thousands of years ago spread themselves through Spain over Western 
Europe. Their remains are found in the barrows, or burying places, in sundry 
parts of these countries. The skulls are of low prognathous type. They came to 
Ireland and mixed with the natives of the South and West, who themselves are 
supposed to have been of low type and descendants of savages of the Stone 
Age, who, in consequence of isolation from the rest of the world, had never 
been out-competed in the healthy struggle of life, and thus made way, 
according to the laws of nature, for superior races” 
(H. Strickland Constable. 1899, Ireland from One or Two Neglected Points of View).

 According to this illustration, why did Irish people fail to evolve as well as 
Europeans?

 How does this relate to Darwin’s theory of evolution?




