Arthur Miller: Inventing
the Moederm Tragic Here

Dr. Alan Haffa
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Biography (1915-2005)

Father was a selFmade businessman, ———
manuf actur i ng woman";g."c,

Family fortune ruined by depression;
move to Harlem and later Brooklyn

Miller worked a variety of:odd jobs and

saved his money, later attended Univ. of
Michigan; studied journalism and a5
dramao especially Greek plays-and |bsen
Married and had two children; exempied G
from WW._II

1949: Salesman won Pulitzer and three
Tony Awards; 1953, Crucible

1956: Divorced his wife to marry Marilyn
Monroe; also appeared before the
Committee for Un-American Activities

1957: Contempt of Congress; 58,
overturned

1961: Left Monroe for another woman
whom he married
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Influence of Greek Theater and Ibsen

A |bsen created the modern, family and psychological
drama

A llshasce mo-s= . nAANn:- :Enemy’ <0:f Jthee
niT:-hee s \Cr W i=blie o:5ijatohnies pErEE at
and hoew corrupt:politicians take advantage ofilt;
critigue ofithe tendency of idemocracy towards
demagoguery

W IR AN VAS OF My--=So0oins ; 0; t:he s ea
cco-lilectikbvieloy codienit edi-mirFr o

Ki‘ngo
A HIs heroes are normal men who struggle mightily
against Society and Themselves and fail tragically



Death of a Salesman (1948)

Summarized
A Willy Loman returns from a failed sales trip; wife-Linda
persuades him to approach the boss about an office
JOb;
ABIET iR canialiitHa p-payisc Bi-fdi-ceies 13

A Willie asks his boss, Howard, for a desk jolb and IS
fired

A Biff asks his old Boss, Oliver, for money to start a
ranch; rejection

A The broken Party

A Last Confrontation where Willy finally realizes that Biff
does love him

A Willy commits suicide and Linda, his wife, Is left
devastated
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Willy Loman as Tragic Hero

The tragedy of the common man
Disjunction between his idea of himself and the reality

HIS tragic flaw, and what:makes him noble, IS his resolute
unwillingness o' accept the reality forshimself;or-his-sons; Like
Oedipus

YN0 Wi S e tes s nt=reues 't h=at: pthr-a
total'compulsion to evaluate himselffjustly, his destruction in
tih e jatb-eemp te s p0o:-S Lt 'S a; Whio-nig 0

Nid-n--.essssenec e «t-hetiragi s herio |
due as a personality, and If this struggle must-be total and
without-reservation, then it automaticailly demonstrates-the
I'ndestructi bil-e ~wi | | of  man  t .
Lear; Willie is like Lear Iin his demand that his children love

him;
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A Commentary on America and
Capitalism

Everything has a price, even a man
Willy has worked for thirty five-years:only to-be-cast off now

that-he Is no longer: profitable-to-the-company. - This:is-the
reality. of;capitalism.

Willy'1s'se consumed with the drive to achieve the American
dream (all his'pessessions) that he leses himself and his
family.

Aimesr |5 Clas st b hdyed swd st hes Wi =y
Dl g--d-r e;ams-. Charndiey:-s ay;s of

man . Yo u:-don o't ‘uhnder:st and:-:- W
Scalypes ma:-n:, o th erie diSs N0 rocki-bo
beolet 't o-car Ut chee cdonot-teed |

Heos a - man-way-out: there- i1 n t
shoeshine. And when they start not smiling backot h:at 0 s
earthguake. And then you get yourself a couple of spots on

your -hat, and youor-e i1 ni shed
salesman i s got: -to drieam, boy



Crucible (1953) Plot Summary

A Set In Salem, Mass.; girls go dancing with
Tituba, a black slave and are caught by Rev.
P-air i Syi=rediau-ghtyer .« o0f:--:Pa

A Rev. Hale arrives; Interrogates Tituba and she
confesses to witchcraft and devilry.

A What follows'Is a hunt for,witches o those who
NeCro-nif-e sesc0-yaesf.0rgil ven
punished

A John Proctor confesses; but then tears up the
confession and retracts his admission; Proctor
goes to the gallows



Absolutist, Intolerant Ideology

Adudgec«Danfror teh «i1-n Act- | |
Sir, that:a person Is either with this:court or he
must be counted against It; there be no road
petween. This IS a sharp time, new, a precise
timeo we live ne'longer in the dusky afternoon
when evil mixed itselfiwith good and befuddied
tih es s wosr lad e ENo W, =B yi111G-0d:0 ¢
up, and them thatfearnotlight will surely, praise
it . O

A Reflects how Danforth sees the world as either
black or white, good or evil. The court and state,
appointed by God, must be good; whomever
Opposes it by definition must be evil.

A Even guestioning the trials is evil.




McCarthyism

Parallels between the House UirAmerican Activities
Committee and the Salem Witch trials

Miller himself was called to testify and refused to
name anyone

The play reflects upon the intolerant:and zealous
pursuit ofialleged'Communists that rode rough shod
over individual liverties.

Like the Salem suspects, Communist -suspects were
encouraged to name names as a way to save
themselves

A Miller later reflected on the ritualistic nature of the

hearings and the need for public admissions



Miller On McCarthyism

AHe-«recald's - -dnThe: ‘Hooko: . abo
Brooklyn waterfront. Harry Cohn, the head of
Columbia Pictures, did something that would once
have been considered unthinkable: he showed my
script to the EB:l. Cohn then asked me to take the
gangsters in my script, who were threatening and
murdering theirr-opponents, and simply .change them
o Communists. When I'declined to.commit:this idiocy
el g ot-ian wiir=e i «f rrom Cohn S
to. make the script:pro-American you pull out.™ By
theno It was 19510 |I'had come to accept this terribly
Serious Insanity as routine, but there was an element
of the marvelous In it'\which | longed to-put on the
stage. (New Yorker)




AVANL AN My Son:

A Joe Keller and Tree
Kate, Mother, and obsession with dead son Larry
Cihir 1=/8; «Kee | =l ser< o Mrend, Ahnt S D r

A gk sistihier Jdaughtie r=cof=Jo
selling faulty’ plane engines to government

A Moym '« wo mot- ap:prcove of wedd
ACAIN‘N 0SS -berost hee'r=; o Ge o \g:evacc
A
A
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Chris rejects his father and leaves
Next day Mom Is shown a letter by Ann

pAFat her takes responsi bi |
Into the house and kills himself



