
Ancient Egypt

c. 3500  to 1200 BC



Historical Periods

• OUTLINE OF EGYPTIAN HISTORY

• Egypt lasted a long time, some 7,500 to 8,000 
years.  We divide her “history” into large periods

• a. PRE-DYNASTIC

• b. PHARAONIC

• c. PTOLEMAIC

• d. ROMAN/BYZANTINE 

• e. ISLAMIC

• f. MODERN REPUBLIC



Pharaonic Egypt

• Divided into

Archaic Period           c. 3,200-2,700

Old Kingdom                 2,700-2,200

Middle Kingdom             2,130-1,750

New Kingdom                1,558-1085

Late Period                    1,085-332











Note king as lion here and bull on next slide





Pharaonic Egypt is divided into Kingdoms/Periods 

                              and 31 Dynasties

Dates         KINGDOMS or Periods        Dynasties

                 Predynastic Period   0
c.3,500-   developmental period, 
    3,200       Egypt slowly unified               
                  Narmer palette                                                                   
                                                                   
c. 3200-  Archaic Period               1-2
     2,700          formative period/               
          

                                                             









Triads:
Osiris-Isis-Horus





Dates   Kingdom   Dynasties

c. 2,700-  Old Kingdom   3-6     
      2,200       
                The Pyramid Age 
c.2,700-     Djoser's (Zoser) step pyramid at Sakkara               
  2,200        Khufu (Cheops) & the Great Pyramids of  
         Giza = height of absolute &  divine
     kingship

                                   Why? 



Old Kingdom-Dynasty 3

Step Pyramid Djoser













Dynasty 4—Snefru and 1st Δ











The Great pyramids

















Khaefra (Chephren)

Idealistic, frontal





1st Intermediate 

Period

• Time of famine.  

“Where is Pharaoh?”





Dates  Kingdom    Dynasties

    2,130- First Intermediate Period     Dynasty 7-11
    1,750       time of famines & political disorganization

               
               
                                                   
            Middle Kingdom        Dynasty 11-13
                    The Good Shephard Pharaohs               
                            Amenemhat & Sesostris                              
                          Classical period 

        Irrigation canals & trade







New Kingdom

• Dates Kingdom    Dynasties

•         Second Intermediate Period        14-17

•               Hyksos                       

•                                                                    

• 1,558- New Kingdom   18-20 

•    1,085      Empire established Dyn.18                

•            Thutmosids                                         

•        Hatshepsut & Akhenaten react 

•                 against  the militarism             

•                    THE AMARNA PERIOD 



Hatshepsut



Hatshpsut’s Temple of Deir el Bahri









Bringing myrrh trees.  What is myrrh used for?









Thutmosis III



Amarna & Tutankhamun

Dates  Kingdom    Dynasties

1,558-   New Kingdom  18

   1,085     AMARNA                                   

•                    Tutankhamun                                

•                Hittites                                           

•               

•     RAMESSIDE    19-
20                            

•              reaction against Akhenaten  

c. 1,200       Sea Peoples                     

•                          and the IRON AGE                   

•          Egypt begins a decline; but Sheshonq

•       Soloman, Rehoboam, & Jeroboam









Akhenaten, Nefertiti, and the Aten



Section from Hymn to the Aten

How manifold are your works!

They are hidden from the face (of man).

O sole god, like whom there is no other!

Thou didst create the world according to thy desire,

Whilst thou wert alone: All men, cattle, and wild beasts,

Whatever is on earth, going upon (its) feet,

And what is on high, flying with its wings.

The countries of Syria and Nubia, the land of Egypt,

Thou settest every man in his place,

Thou suppliest their necessities:

Everyone has his food, and his time of life is reckoned.



Akhenaten described himself as "thy son who came forth from thy limbs", 

"thy child", "the eternal son that came forth from the Sun-Disc", and

 "thine only son that came forth from thy body". 

The close relationship between father and son is such that only 

the king truly knows the heart of "his father", and in return his 

father listens to his son's prayers. He is his father's image on earth 

and as Akhenaten is king on earth his father is king in heaven.

Does this remind you of the Nicene Creed?



Sigmund Freud

• Moses and Monotheism shocked many of its 

readers because of Freud's suggestion that 

Moses was actually born into an Egyptian 

household, rather than being born as a Hebrew 

slave and merely raised in the Egyptian royal 

household as a ward (as recounted in the Book 

of Exodus).[4][5] Freud proposed that Moses 

had been a priest of Akhenaten who fled Egypt 

after the pharaoh's death and perpetuated 

monotheism through a different religion.









Tutankhamun







Egyptian Temples



Karnak





Late Period

• 1, 085-    Dynasties 21-31

•     332

• A time of decline but great influence on the 

younger civilizations like Greece





Psusennes I    “Green Head”
Death Mask    Boston
Dyn. 21, c. 1050 BC   Dyn. 30, c. 350 BC
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